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Public  Health  Department, 

96  High  Street, 

BILLERICAY. 
1st  November,  1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Basildon. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1956.  The 
year  was  one  in  which  steady  progress  was  maintained  in  most  of  the 
Department’s  activities.  The  urbanization  of  the  district  becomes  more 
pronounced  each  year,  bringing  new  problems  and  revealing  fresh  facets 
of  old  problems. 

The  local  statistics  reflect  the  main  trends  towards  a larger  popula- 
tion with  a greater  proportion  of  residents  in  the  lower  age  groups.  These 
in  their  turn  result  in  more  births  and  deaths  and  more  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  of  childhood. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  to  my  colleagues 
in  all  departments  for  the  help  which  I received  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairmarr,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Patrick  X.  O’Dwyer. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
Area  in  Acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  Home  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1956, 
according  to  Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1956 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  at  31st  December,  1956 
(estimated) 


AREA 

27,020 

59.560 

21,248 

£541,089 

£2.050 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  . . 
Illegitimate 


Vital  Statistics 

Total  Male  Female 
1,299  650  649 

....  36  17  19 


Total  Birth  Rate,  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate, 

per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  . . Crude  Rate  *22.41 

Adjusted  Rate  20.62 


Still  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (Male  13, 

Female  8)  . . • • • • • • • • • • 15.49 

Deaths  Total  Male  Female 

Total  number  of  deaths  . . . . 616  309  307 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion . . . . . . ■ ■ • • • • Crude  Rate  *10.34 

Adjusted  Rate  10.75 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  — — — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  11,  Female  14)  18.72 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  10,  Female  13)  . . • • • • • • 17.70 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

(Male  1 Female  1)  . . . . . . • • • • 55.55 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  8,  Female  11)  . . 14.23 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  7,  Female  11)  ..  ..  ..  • • 13.85 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . 

(Male  1)  27.77 

Deaths  from  certain  Diseases  Total  Male  Female 

Malignant  neoplasm  . . . . 120  65  55 

Measles  . . . . • • • • — — 

Whooping  cough  . . . . . . 1 — 1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 1 


Deaths  from  Violent  Causes 

There  were  twenty-two  deaths  of  this  nature  of  which  seven  were 
the  result  of  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  nine  were  classified  as  suicides. 


*COMPARABILITY  FACTORS  : 

Births  . . 0.92 

Deaths  . . 1.04 
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Statistics 

The  number  of  residents  continues  to  increase  as  the  New  Town 
and  privately  sponsored  building  operations  produce  increased  numbers 
of  dwellings  to  let  and  for  sale.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 
increase  is  5,290.  As  a consequence  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
young  married  women  in  the  local  population  the  birth  rate  has  increased 
and  is  now  20.62  per  1000.  Similarly  there  has  been  a fall  in  the  crude 
death  rate  as  the  proportion  of  older  people  living  in  the  district  declines 
each  year.  The  actual  death  rate  for  the  year  was  10.75  per  1000. 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

The  district  is  in  the  area  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board  for  hospital  and  specialist  consultant  services,  within  the 
area  of  the  Essex  Executive  Committee  for  general  practitioner  services, 
and  the  Essex  County  Council  is  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  School 
Health  Authority  for  personal  health  services  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers,  infants  and  schoolchildren,  and  those  of  all  ages  suffering  from 
mental  ill  health.  The  County  Council  also  provides  an  ambulance 
service  for  all  needs. 

The  main  hospital  in  the  district  is  St.  Andrew’s,  Stock  Road,  Bil- 
lericay,  a large  general  hospital  dealing  with  all  types  of  medical  and 
surgical  conditions.  General  hospitals  at  Southend  and  other  adjacent 
areas  also  admit  patients  from  Basildon.  The  number  of  general  practi- 
tioners with  addresses  in  the  district  is  still  increasing  and  other  doctors 
outside  our  boundaries  have  patients  in  Basildon. 

The  County  Council  has  five  Health  Centres  in  the  district  as 
follows : 

Craylands  Health  Centre,  Timberlog  Lane,  Basildon. 

Tel.  No.  Vange  2166 

Pitsea  Health  Centre,  The  Broadway,  High  Road,  Pitsea. 

Tel.  No.  Vange  2275 

Laindon  Health  Centre,  Florence  Road,  Laindon. 

Tel.  No.  Laindon  3161 

Billericay  Health  Centre,  Laindon  Road,  Billericay. 

Tel.  No.  Billericay  423 

Wickford  Health  Centre,  Nevendon  Road,  Wickford. 

Tel.  No.  Wickford  3364 

It  is  anticipated  that  a further  Clinic  will  be  opened  in  Honeypot 
Lane,  Basildon  during  1957. 

At  each  of  these  Centres  there  are  clinic  sessions  for  expectant 
mothers,  infant  welfare,  schoolchildren,  etc.,  and  details  of  these  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  Centre,  each  of  which  has  one  or  more 
Health  Visitors  who  call  upon  mothers  in  their  own  homes  in  addition 
to  giving  advice  at  the  Centres. 

A Tuberculosis  Care  Association  exists  in  the  area  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  sufferers  from  this  disease.  The  Hon.  Secretary  is  Miss  J, 
A.  Blanks,  “ Greyfriars,”  Highlands  Avenue,  Vange, 
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Community  Assistance 

There  is  a continuing  need  for  the  investigation  of  the  living  condi- 
tions of  some  individuals  or  families  whose  circumstances  may  suggest 
that  they  are  not  receiving  adequate  care  and  attention.  Sometimes 
these  people  are  brought  to  my  attention  by  members  of  the  Department’s 
outdoor  staff  but  the  first  information  1 receive  regarding  the  majority 
of  these  cases  comes  from  any  one  of  a score  of  possible  sources,  includ- 
ing health  visitors,  district  nurses,  rent  collectors,  gas  and  electricity 
board  employees,  general  practitioners,  hospital  almoners,  relatives  and 
others.  It  is  frequently  possible  to  help  the  people  concerned  by  arrang- 
ing for  assistance  from  an  appropriate  organisation  or  merely  by  advising 
and  reassuring. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supplies 

Further  extensions  of  mains  were  carried  out  in  the  district  during 
the  year,  most  of  these  extensions  being  to  serve  development  in  the 
Basildon  New  Town  and  new  private  estates  in  the  area.  Most  of  the 
area  is  supplied  by  water  from  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  and 
a small  portion — that  of  the  old  Parish  of  Langdon  Hills — is  supplied 
in  bulk  by  the  South  Essex  Waterworks  Company. 

The  supply  from  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  was  satis- 
factory both  in  quality  and  quantity.  Weekly  bacteriological  examination 
of  the  raw  water,  daily  tests  of  the  treated  water  going  into  supply  from 
the  river  sources,  and  fortnightly  analyses  of  the  water  from  local  wells 
were  made  by  the  Company’s  resident  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist.  In 
addition,  half  yearly  samples  were  examined  by  a Consulting  Chemist, 
copies  of  the  analyses  being  sent  to  the  Council.  The  results  of  the 
analyses  showed  the  water  to  be  of  high  organic  purity  and  excellent 
bacterial  quality.  The  chemical  character  of  the  water  is  normal  and 
is  not  plumbo  solvent. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  South  Essex  Waterworks  Company  was 
satisfactory,  no  contamination  having  arisen.  Bacteriological  examina- 
tions were  made  by  the  Company  of  the  raw  water,  of  the  water  in 
various  stages  of  treatment,  and  of  the  water  going  into  supply.  A total 
of  3,880  chemical,  bacteriological  and  biological  examinations  were  made 
during  the  year.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvent  action. 

The  Southend  Waterworks  Company  extended  their  mains  by  13 
miles,  1,349  yards  of  pipes  of  various  diameters. 

The  South  Essex  Waterworks  Company  made  no  extensions. 

At  the  end  of  1956  the  number  of  dwellinghouses  provided  with  a 
piped  supply  was:  — 

Southend  Waterworks  area  of  supply  ...  18,927 

Langdon  Hills  area  ...  872 

19,799 
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It  is  anticipated  that  the  Council’s  Second  Main  Water  Scheme  will 
be  well  under  way  during  1957.  Most  of  the  roadways  now  fully 
developed  have  been  provided  with  a piped  supply  and  the  roadways 
now  to  be  piped  are  those  with  scattered  development  which  w'ill  be 
costly  to  pipe,  bearing  in  mind  the  guarantee  payable  to  the  Waterworks 
Company  and  the  credit  received  from  the  Waterworks  Company  of 
the  water  rates. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  64  standpipes  were  in  use,  a decrease  of  eight 
from  the  previous  year.  As  the  development  of  the  district  proceeds  it 
will  be  possible  to  demolish  some  of  the  standpipes  but  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  erect  further  standpipes  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  district 
which  are  not  open  for  development. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  deliver  water  to  certain  parts  of  the  district 
not  provided  with  a piped  supply  or  not  within  a reasonable  distance  of 
a standpipe.  During  the  year  81,600  gallons  of  water  were  delivered 
representing  204  applications. 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  as  measured  at  the  Billericay  water 
tower  was  23.24  inches:  this  is  one  inchTess  than  in  1955. 

During  the  year  three  samples  of  water  were  taken,  two  from  rain 
water  wells  and  one  from  the  main.  The  results  of  analyses  were  as 
follows 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
From  main  1 

From  rainwater  wells  1 1 

As  regards  the  unsatisfactory  sample,  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
premises  to  be  connected  to  main  supply. 

Nuisances 

Most  of  the  nuisances  investigated  during  the  year  were  caused  by 
overflowing  cesspools,  polluted  watercourses  and  ditches,  deposits  of 
refuse  by  the  roadside  on  unmade  roads,  and  the  keeping  of  pigs. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  development  of  the  district  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  of  nuisances  caused  by  pig  keeping 
as  land  adjoining  piggeries  has  been  taken  for  building  purposes,  the 
occupants  of  the  new  houses  objecting  to  the  keeping  of  pigs  so  close 
to  their  dwellings.  The  practice  of  indiscriminate  depositing  of  refuse 
on  the  ground  near  the  Council’s  communal  refuse  bins  still  continued, 
although  to  a lesser  degree. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Very  little  was  done  by  the  Council  in  the  way  of  sewerage  exten- 
sions. During  the  year,  1,968  new  houses  and  226  old  properties  were 
connected  to  sewers. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Approximately  14,923  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  and  disposed 
of  by  controlled  tipping  and  458  tons  of  salvage  sold,  producing  an 
income  of  £3,559.  There  was  an  increase  of  24  per  cent  in  the  amount 
of  refuse  collected. 
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A new  Dennis  Paxit  Major  collection  vehicle  was  delivered  in 
November  1955.  The  labour  situation  has  been  fluid  and  labour  relations 
satisfactory.  The  bonus  scheme  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  and 
the  Council  instituted  a further  bonus  scheme  in  connection  with  the 
recovery  of  non-ferrous  metals. 

Conditions  at  the  Pitsea  Marsh  Refuse  Tip  were  satisfactory.  The 
Council  decided  to  acquire  more  land  adjoining  the  existing  tipping  site 
but  negotiations  between  the  Council  and  the  owner  of  the  land  were 
unsuccessful.  The  acquisition  of  further  land  is  a matter  of  some 
urgency. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  refuse  was  being  collected  from  16,456 
properties,  this  being  an  increase  of  7.4  per  cent  over  the  previous  year. 
A limited  trade  refuse  collection  was  operated  involving  some  130  in- 
dustrial and  business  premises. 

Owing  to  the  impracticability  of  the  Council’s  collecting  vehicles 
travelling  with  safety  over  unmade  private  roads  it  was  necessary  to 
continue  with  the  system  of  communal  refuse  bins,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  103  such  bins  in  existence.  Subject  to  limiting  con- 
ditions not  under  the  Council’s  control,  a twice  weekly  rota  was  main- 
tained. Some  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  unsightly  and  some- 
times insanitary  conditions  surrounding  the  bin  sites  caused  by  misuse 
or  lack  of  use  of  the  bins,  but  the  complaints  were  less  than  in  the 
previous  years.  The  conditions  received  constant  attention  with  a view 
to  the  alleviation  of  such  conditions  wherever  possible.  Whenever  road 
conditions  have  allowed  house  to  house  collection  was  instituted. 

Street  Cleansing 

Mechanical  cleansing  of  highways  continued,  reinforced  by  manual 
sweeping  as  necessary.  A total  of  1,883  miles  of  roadways  were  swept 
including  certain  amenity  sweeping  carried  out  in  main  classified 
thoroughfares  of  each  township. 

The  mechanical  sweeper  was  out  of  commission  through  mechanical 
defects  for  about  two  months  of  the  year.  The  Council  had  on  order 
an  additional  mechanical  sweeper. 

Cesspool  Cleansing 

A total  of  834  cesspools  were  the  subject  of  cleansing  agreements 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  during  the  year  1,463  cesspool  emptyings 
involved  the  collection  and  disposal  of  two  million  gallons  of  sewage. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  owing  to  pressure  of  work  a private  cesspool 
emptying  vehicle  had  to  be  hired  during  six  months  of  the  year.  An 
additional  cesspool  emptying  machine  is  on  order. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

No  serious  complaints  of  pollution  were  received  during  the  year. 
Regular  observations  made  at  one  of  our  industrial  estates  over  a period 
of  several  weeks  failed  to  reveal  any  sustained  gross  smoke  emission. 
It  is  worth  noting  that  a majority  of  the  larger  industrial  undertakings 
use  liquid  fuel  for  firing  their  boilers. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  implementation  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  in  particular  to  the  question  of  having 
one  or  more  Smokeless  Zones  in  the  Urban  District. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  other  Insects 

Disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Department.  Nominal  charges  are  made  for  private  houses  treated.  No 
charges  are  made  to  Council  tenants  or  in  the  case  of  vacant  dwellings 
found  to  be  verminous  prior  to  demolition  by  the  Basildon  Development 
Corporation. 

During  the  year  ten  premises  were  treated,  as  under:  — 

Council  houses  1 

Premises  owned  by  B.D.C.  ...  2 

Private  dwellings  ...  7 

Total  ...  10 


Rats  and  Mice 

All  complaints  concerning  infestations  by  rats  and  mice  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Council’s  full  time  Rodent  Operative.  Private  dwellings 
were  treated  free  of  cost  but  charges  were  made  for  industrial  and 
business  premises,  the  charges  being  based  on  the  mileage  of  the  van. 
Operative’s  time,  and  cost  of  material  used. 

All  the  Council’s  sewers  were  test  baited  and  treated,  as  was  the" 
Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Pitsea.  At  the  request  of  the  South  East  Essex 
Division  of  the  Essex  Education  Committee  several  schools  were  treated 
for  infestations  by  mice.  Many  of  the  dwellings  in  course  of  construc- 
tion for  the  Basildon  Development  Corporation  were  treated,  the  cost 
being  charged  to  the  Contractors.  Block  Surveys  were  carried  out  in 
various  parts  of  the  Urban  District  and  treatment  carried  out  where 
necessary. 

The  employment  of  a full  time  Operative  has  been  fully  justified 
and  the  cost  of  the  service  is  borne  jointly  by  the  CouncU  and  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food.  A detailed  report  on  the 
year’s  operations  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry. 

The  number  of  applications  for  assistance  received  during  the  year 
was  288  and  the  number  of  visits  paid  (mostly  by  the  Rodent  Operative) 
2,932. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

A few  complaints  were  received  concerning  illegal  Sunday  trading, 
and  in  each  case  a visit  was  made  and  advice  given. 

Factories 

At  the  end  of  1956,  210  premises  were  registered  under  the  Factories 
Act.  This  was  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
development  of  the  Industrial  area  in  Basildon.  The  Council  are  the  res- 
ponsible Authority  for  the  issue  of  certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  from 
fire  where  20  persons  or  more  are  employed  and/or  where  inflammable 
or  explosive  substances  are  used.  In  this  connection  the  advice  of  the 
Essex  Fire  Brigade  and  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  was  sought  and 
freely  given.  Co-operation  between  officials  of  the  Fire  Brigade.  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories,  and  officers  of  the  Council’s  Health  Department 
is  excellent,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Council  are  due  to  these  bodies  for 
help  and  assistance  received  during  the  year. 
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During  the  year  17  certificates  were  issued.  Factory  w'ork  and  the 
issue  of  certificates  takes  up  much  time  as  more  than  one  visit  is  neces- 
sary where  modifications  of  layout  or  fittings  are  requir^  and  plans  of 
the  factories  showing  the  various  means  of  escape  are  issued  with  the 
certificates. 

Defects  found  in  factories  were  as  below : 

Insanitary  or  defective  conveniences:  5 (work  completed) 

Outworkers 

Outworkers  employed  by  Industrialists  in 
returns  for  August,  1956,  were  as  under: 

Wearing  apparel  manufacture 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings  . . . 

Artificial  flowers  ...  

Christmas  crackers 


accordance  with  the 

66 

2 

1 

230 


299 


The  numerous  outworkers  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  Christmas 
crackers  are  employed  by  a local  firm. 

The  majority  of  outworkers  engaged  in  manufacture  of  wearing 
apparel  are  employed  by  firms  outside  the  Urban  District. 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 

There  is  nothing  to  report  in  this  connection. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

During  the  year  ten  licences  were  issued  for  the  sale  of  animals 
enumerated  by  the  Act.  No  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  noted. 


INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Visits  carried  out  Public  Health  Inspectors : 

Defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  . . 
Water  Supply 

Rehousing  (living  conditions  of  applicants) 

Housing  Management 

Dustbins 

Sewer  Connections 
Infectious  Disease 
Social  Welfare 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 

Premises  with  respect  to  : 

Vermin 
Rats  and  Mice 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Act 

Manufacture  and  storage  of  ice  cream 

Distribution  and  sale  of  milk 

Massage  and  Special  Treatment 

Hairdressing 

Overcrowding 

Housing  Survey 


1,493 

275 

662 

9 

1 

444 

317 

57 

6 


36 

78 

1,480 

59 

98 

8 

6 

78 

443 
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Factories  and  Workshops 

Meat  and  other  food  shops  and  stalls 

Shops  under  the  Shops  Act 

Pet  Shops  . . 

Hawkers 

Moveable  dwellings 

Houseboats 

Watercourses 

Smoke  observation 

Slaughterhouses 

Bacteriological  sampling  . . 

Food  Sampling 
Miscellaneous 


203 

1,293 

10 

5 

37 

10 

3 

110 

17 

808 

134 

270 

27 


8,483 


SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


Repairs  and  Demolitions 

Progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  slum  clearance  pro- 
gramme, especially  in  the  parts  of  the  District  outside  the  designated 
area  of  the  New  Town.  Progress  was  slower  in  the  New  Town  area 
as  the  Council  adopted  a policy  of  giving  the  owners  of  properties 
included  in  the  programme  an  opportunity  of  offering  their  premises  for 
sale  to  the  Basildon  Development  Corporation  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  6(4)  of  the  New  Towns  Act.  If  no  action  was  taken  by  the 
owners  to  sell  to  the  Corporation  within  three  months  of  notification  by 
the  Council  that  their  properties  were  included  in  the  programme  pro- 
ceedings were  commenced  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  rapid  development  of  the  New  Town  has  done  much  to  ease 
the  slum  clearance  problem  as  many  of  the  shack  type  of  dwellings 
demolished  by  the  Corporation  in  their  process  of  development  would 
no  doubt  have  been  included  in  the  programme.  Some  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  in  getting  repairs  done,  especially  repairs  of  a major 
character,  this  being  due  chiefly  to  the  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials, 
the  owners  being  unable  financially  to  meet  the  cost  and  in  some  cases 
the  cost  has  been  so  high  that  the  owners  have  preferred  the  Council 
to  issue  Demolition  Orders  rather  than  have  to  face  heavy  bills  for 
repairs  when  there  was  no  possibility  of  increasing  the  rents  to  help  meet 
the  burden. 


Some  difficulties  were  experienced  in  getting  minor  repairs  done  as 
builders  often  preferred  to  use  their  labour  on  large  schemes. 


Action  taken  during  the  year  was  as  follows : 
Houses  made  fit  by  Informal  action  ... 
Houses  made  fit  by  Formal  action 

Demolition  Orders  made  

Closing  Orders  made  

Houses  demolished  

Undertakings  accepted 

Houses  closed  as  a result  of  Undertakings 


60 

13 

18 

9 

23 

6 

6 
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The  number  of  new  properties  built  during  the  year  was  as  follows : 
Basildon  Development  Corporation  1,278 

Private  development  709 

Basildon  U.D.C 55  (including  3 shops) 


2,042 


Rehousing 

As  in  previous  years  visits  were  paid  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 
to  the  homes  of  applicants  for  Council  houses,  to  investigate  living  con- 
ditions, size  of  family,  etc. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  applicants  for  Council  tenancies 
had  decreased  by  167  to  884,  the  figures  being  made  up  as  follows; 

Applicants  who  are  not  qualified  (not  having  lived  in 

the  area  three  years)  .. . ...  ...  159 

Cases  not  considered  by  the  Committee  as  priority  ...  163 

Priority  cases  ...  ...  ...  •••  562 


Total  884 


Moveable  Dwellings 

There  was  one  recognised  caravan  site  in  the  district  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  this  site  containing  approximately  24  vans  of  the  trailer  type. 
The  number  varied  according  to  the  season  of  the  year.  This  is  a well 
kept  private  site  and  supplied  with  main  water,  a small  sewage  purifica- 
tion plant,  electric  light,  bathrooms  and  washing  facilities. 

During  the  year  the  Council  considered  an  application  for  a large 
site  and  approval  was  given  for  its  use  for  summer  and  holiday  periods. 
This  site  is  well  equipped  with  main  water,  sanitation,  electric  light,  wash- 
ing and  drying  rooms. 

All  applications  for  permission  to  place  caravans  on  land  are  dealt 
with  by  the  Council’s  Planning  Committee  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  and  Dairies 

At  the  end  of  1956  118  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
milk,  mostly  being  general  dealers’  shops  selling  sterilised,  homogenised, 
and  pasteurised  milk. 

Licences  to  sell  designated  milks  were  granted  as  under : 


Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  117 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  51 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  33 

Supplementary  licences  issued : 

Sterilised  ...  4 

Pasteurised  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  4 
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The  Milk  Heat  Treatment  Establishment  in  the  Basildon  New  Town 
continued  to  increase  in  output  and  an  average  of  10,000  gallons  per 
day  was  treated.  Samples  were  taken  regularly  each  week  from  the 
cold  storage  room  and  from  the  bottling  machines.  Monthly  reports  of 
the  bacteriological  examination  results  were  forwarded  to  the  Ministry. 
Samples  of  milk  taken  were  submitted  for  methylene  blue  test  and 
sterilised  milk  was  tested  for  turbidity. 

The  numbers  of  samples  taken  were  as  under: 


Sterilised  21 

Pasteurised  ...  69 

Homogenised  ...  8 

T.T.  Pasteurised  40 

Pasteurised  Channel  Isles  ...  ...  1 

Channel  Isles  T.T.  Farm  Bottled  ...  14 


Of  the  samples  taken  three  failed  to  pass  the  appropriate  test. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  the  bottle  washing  machines  at 
the  Heat  Treatment  Establishment  and  empty  bottles  taken  from  the 
washing  machines  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  During 
the  year  24  such  empty  bottles  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratories  and 
the  tests  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Some  complaints  were  received  concerning  dirty  bottles  and  investi- 
gations were  carried  out.  Women  spotters  were  employed  on  the 
machines  at  the  dairy  but  it  was  stated  to  be  difficult  to  find  personnel 
willing  to  work  at  week-ends  on  such  a tedious  job.  The  public  them- 
selves are  partly  to  blame  for  the  condition  of  some  of  the  bottles  which 
are  sometimes  used  for  liquids  other  than  milk,  and  failure  to  rinse  after 
use  is  also  common. 

One  complaint  received  from  a school  concerned  the  condition  of 
the  milk  supplied.  Owing  to  the  very  cold  weather  in  February  the  milk 
had  frozen  and  expanded  over  the  lips  of  the  bottles,  causing  a greasy 
mark  on  the  outside  of  the  bottles.  Samples  of  the  milk  were  submitted 
for  examination  but  the  milk  was  found  to  comply  with  the  standard 
for  pasteurised  milk  and  was  satisfactory  bacteriologically. 

Food  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District  is  approximately 


426,  made  up  as  follows : 

Cafes  and  Canteens  (including  School 
Canteens  and  Contractors’  Works 
Canteens  in  Basildon  New  Town)  102 

Butchers’  Shops  41 

Fishmongers  ...  19 

General  Food  Premises  264 


Total  426 


The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955,  (Sale  of  Ice  Cream,  Manufacture  of  Sausages 
or  Pickled  or  Preserved  Food)  is  204. 

The  provisions  of  the  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1952,  require  the 
registration  of  food  hawkers,  and  during  the  year  eight  hawkers  were 
registered, 
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Ice  Cream 

During  the  year  eight  applications  were  received  for  registration. 
All  the  applications  were  granted,  and  in  each  case  the  commodity  was 
obtained  from  reputable  manufacturers.  Before  registration  was  recom- 
mended the  applicant’s  premises  were  inspected  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

During  the  year  39  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  the  results  were  as  follows : 

Provisional  Grade  1 14 


2 

3 

4 


7 

7 

5 


Six  samples  were  spoilt  by  lai.ure  in  the  analysing  apparatus  at  the 
laboratory. 

There  is  very  little  ice  cream  manufactured  in  the  EHstrict,  and  in 
no  case  is  ice  cream  manufactured  by  a hot  mix,  the  provisions  of  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947-52  concerning  pasteuris- 
ation did  therefore  not  apply. 

Educational  Activity 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  are  keenly  interested  in  giving 
information  to  the  public  on  the  activities  of  the  Department.  Coloured 
slides  were  made  of  the  various  aspects  of  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
duties,  including  of  course,  food  hygiene.  The  slides  depicted  members 
of  the  staff  engaged  on  such  duties  as  meat  inspection,  water  and  milk 
sampling,  pictures  of  an  up-to-date  canteen,  butcher  s shop,  slum  dwel- 
lings, rat  baiting,  etc.  Lectures  were  given  to  various  organisations,  such 
as  young  wives’  guilds,  and  the  lectures  illustrated  by  the  coloured  slides 
were  greatly  appreciated. 

Inspection  of  Registered  Food  Premises 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  exact  figures  for  the  number  of  inspections 
of  registered  food  premises,  the  figures  being  contained  in  the  summary 
of  visits  given  elsewhere  in  this  report,  and  comments  are  given  in  the 
report  below  on  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955-56.  During  the  year 
five  new  registrations  were  granted. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955-56 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  inspection  of  food 
shops,  works  canteens,  school  canteens,  hospital  kitchens,  food  stalls 
and  hawkers’  vehicles.  Defects  were  found  as  follows: 


No  wash-hand  basins 

Insufficient  supply  of  hot  water 
Redecorations  necessary 

Disrepair  

Insufficient  protection  of  food 

equipment  

Insufficient  first  aid  kit 
Insufficient  accommodation  for 
clothing  ...  


and 


57 

22 

45 

51 

23 

41 
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Absence  of  hand  washing  notices  ...  3 

Insufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  1 

Lack  of  soap,  towels  & nail  brushes  ...  18 

Unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion   ...  17 

Lack  of  cleanliness  -. ..  23 

Smoking  in  food  rooms  ...  ...  2 

Chipped  and  cracked  crockery  ...  8 

Animals  in  food  rooms  ...  ...  4 

Lack  of  cleanliness  of  clothing  ...  3 

Insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  1 


Letters  were  sent  to  occupiers  of  premises  where  the  requirements 
of  the  Regulations  were  not  fully  observed  and  the  response  to  requests 
for  improvements  have  been  satisfactory. 

Many  of  the  large  contractors  engaged  in  the  new  town  provided 
canteen  facilities  for  their  workmen,  and  a reasonably  satisfactory  stan- 
dard was  achieved  in  somewhat  difficult  conditions. 

The  two  markets  in  the  area,  at  Pitsea  and  Wickford,  were  regularly 
visited  and  food  exposed  for  sale  examined. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  were  six  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  1956, 
and  all  animals  killed  were  examined.  Two  of  the  slaughterhouses  were 
certifying  centres  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & 
Food,  and  the  Health  Inspectors  continued  to  assist  the  Ministry  in  the 
certification  of  deadweight  of  pigs.  Ehiring  the  year  certificates  were 
issued  in  respect  of  1,153  pigs.  As  in  previous  years  most  of  the 
animals  killed  in  local  slaughterhouses  were  sent  to  London  Markets. 
Generally  speaking,  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  was  a very  small 
percentage  of  the  total  weight  of  animals  killed. 


The  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  at  the  Slaughterhouses 
was  as  under: 

Beasts 

550 

Boars 

45 

Pigs 

8400 

Sheep 

743 

9738 


Meat  condemned : 

tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

For  tuberculosis 

1 

6 

- 

Other  causes  ... 

2 

6 

2 

12 

There  are  two  knackers  yards  in  the  area  but  only  one  is  used 
regularly. 


16 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if 
known) 

327 

99 

130 

786 

8,865 

21 

Number  inspected 

327 

99 

130 

786 

8,865 

21 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

— 

2 

1 

5 

7 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

46 

18 

10 

32 

446 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

14.0% 

20.2% 

8.4% 

4.7% 

5.1% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

■ — • 

1 

■ — ■ 

— 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

20 

9 

2 

1 

143 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

6.1% 

10.1% 

1.5% 

.12% 

1.6% 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by  re- 
frigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 
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Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  as  follows 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Ham  

— 

1 

3 

15 

Meat  

24 

1 

6 

— 

Fish 

1 

— 

4 

H 

Poultry 

3 

1 

12 

— 

+ 124  head 

Meat,  tinned  ... 

3 

1 

14 

6i 

Fish,  tinned  ... 

18 

U 

Vegetables 

4 

1 

22 

H 

-1-21  cases 

Fruit  ... 

4 

1 

6 

3 

+ 9 cases 

Soup  ... 

1 

9 

154 

Beef  broth 

8 

Mincemeat 

1 

— 

Rice,  tinned  ... 

15i 

Flour  

22 

— 

Malted  Milk  ... 

8 

Cream 

5 

6 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

— 

+24|  pints 

Evaporated  Milk 

+ 54  pints 

Cheese 

4 

4 

Spaghetti 

6 

13 

Treacle 

2 

— 

Stem  Ginger  ... 

1 

12 

Peppercorn  Paste 

3 

Milk  

1 

+ 39|  pints 

Preserves 

1 

10 

— 

Sandwich  Spread 

8 

Bacon 

9 

7 

Peanut  Butter 

8 

Pickles 

5 

6 

Cereal 

1 

7 

15i 

Baby  Food  . . . 

1 

2 

Pudding 

2 

— 

Ketchup 

1 

Nuts  

8 

Beverages 

1 

— 

Coffee 

8 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Foods. 

Most  of  the  condemned  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse  most  exten- 
sively used  is  sent,  after  staining,  to  Southend  for  sale  as  dog  meat.  The 
amount  of  meat  condemned  at  the  other  five  slaughterhouses  is  small, 
and  is  disposed  of  on  the  premises  by  incineration. 

Most  condemned  tinned  food  is  disposed  of  by  burying  on  the 
Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Pitsea,  and  in  a few  isolated  cases  tins  are  given 
to  swill  collectors  and  after  the  contents  are  boiled  they  are  used  for 
animal  feeding. 
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Food  and  Drugs 


Articles  sampled  during  the  year  were  varied,  and  details  are  given 


below  ; — 

Articles  sampled 

No. 

No.  found  No.  found  to  be 

examined 

to  be 

adulterated  or 

Almonds,  Sugared  

1 

genuine 

1 

under  standard 

Almonds  

1 

1 

— 

Almond  Marzipan  

1 

1 

— 

Apricots,  Dried  

2 

1 

1 

Blackcurrant  Syrup  

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

2 

2 

— 

Bismuthated  Magnesia  Tablets 

1 

1 

— 

Boracic  Acid  Ointment 

1 

1 

— 

Boric  Acid  Ointment  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Baby  Rice 

1 

1 

— 

Beverage,  Port  Flavour, 

Non-alcoholic 

1 

1 

— 

Butter  Assortment  

1 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  

1 

1 

— 

Buttermints  ...  

1 

1 

— 

Cheese 

1 

1 

— 

Coconut,  Desiccated  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Cream,  Sterilised  

8 

7 

1 

Chicken  Paste  ...  

1 

1 

— 

Crab,  Tinned 

1 

1 

— 

Chicken,  Minced  

1 

1 

— 

Coffee,  Chicory  

1 

1 

— 

Condiment,  Non-brewed 

1 

1 

— 

Children’s  Tonic  

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  Spread  

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  Spread  with  Ham 

1 

1 

— 

Cinnamon,  Ground  

1 

1 

— 

Citroze  

1 

1 

— 

Coconut  Mushrooms 

1 

1 

— 

Castor  Oil  

1 

1 

— 

Dripping  

1 

1 

— 

Dates  ...  

1 

1 

— 

Eucalyptus  Oil  

2 

2 

— 

Farola 

1 

1 

— 

Fruit  Salad,  Dried  

1 

1 

— 

Foam  Crystals  ...  ... 

1 

1 

-- 

Articles  sampled 


Fruit  Confectionery  ... 

Fish  Paste  

Flavourings,  Various 

Flour  

Fruit  Pectin  Liquid  

Gelatine  

Ginger,  Stem 

Ginger  Wine,  Non  alcoholic  ... 

Ginger,  Ground  

Glace  Cherries 
Glycerine 

Horseradish  Relish  

Halls  Wine 
Honey  ... 

Herb  Mixture  for  Nervous 

Debility 

Ice  Cream  

Jam,  Plum  

Jelly  

Jelly  Fruit  Salad  

Luncheon  Meat  

Lard  

Lemon  Juice 

L.L.  & C.  Lozenges  ... 

Margarine  

Marzipan  

Milk  

Milk,  Condensed 
Milk,  Evaporated 

Meat  Paste  

Olive  Oil  

Peas,  Processed  

Pea  Nut  Butter  

Piccalilli  

Peaches,  Dried 

Pea  Nut  Brittle 

Pepper  

Pork  Rolled  Stuffed  

Pork,  Meat  Roll,  Stuffed 


No. 

No.  found  No.  found  to  be 

examined 

to  be 
genuine 

adulterated  or 
under  standard 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

T 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

4 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

4 

— 

3 

3 

— 

48 

41 

7 

1 

1 

— 

i 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

I 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

I 

3 



1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 
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Articles  sampled 

No. 

No.  found  No.  found  to  be 

examined 

to  be 
genuine 

adulterated  or 
under  standard 

Pease  Pudding 

1 

1 

— 

Petroleum  Jelly  

1 

1 

— 

Rice  Cremola 

2 

2 

— 

Rolls 

1 

1 

— 

Ruby  Wine  

1 

1 

— 

Sausages,  Beef 

2 

2 

— 

Sausages,  Pork 

2 

2 

— 

Sausages,  Liver 

1 

1 

— 

Soup  

7 

6 

1 

Sweets  (Nut  Rock)  

1 

1 

- 

Sherry 

1 

1 

— 

Shortening  (Fat) 

1 

1 

— 

Salad  Cream  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Shadforth’s  Linctus 

1 

1 

— 

Soda  Mints 

1 

1 

— 

Sulphur  Tablets 

1 

1 

— 

Seasoning  

1 

1 

— 

Sugar  

1 

1 

4 

Sultanas  ...  

1 

1 

— 

Thyme  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Thyme  & Parsley  Forcemeat 

1 

1 

— 

Antibiotic  Throat  Lozenges  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

1 

— 

1 

Tapioca  

1 

1 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup  

4 

4 

— 

Turmeric,  Ground  

1 

1 

— 

Tea  

2 

2 

— 

Vitamin  Capsules  

1 

1 

— 

Vitamin  & Mineral  Capsules 

1 

1 

— 

Veal,  Ham  Meat  Paste 

1 

— 

1 

Vinegar  

4 

3 

1 

Verox  Spread  (Meat  Extract) 

1 

— 

1 

Vermicelli  Milk  Chocolate  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Vegetable  Laxative  Tablets  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Wine  Cocktail 

1 

1 

— 

201 

184 

17 

21 


Non-genuine  Samples 

Seventeen  samples  were  found  to  be  not  genuine,  and  details  of  these 
are  set  out  below. 

Milk.  Two  samples  contained  orre  per  cent  of  added  water.  Upon 
investigation  it  was  found  that  the  farmer  had  experienced  trouble  with 
the  cooler;  subsequent  to  the  samples  proving  unsatisfactory  the  farmer 
purchased  a new  cooler.  The  Council  decided  to  take  no  legal  action. 

Three  samples  were  found  to  be  deficient  irr  fat  although  the  whole 
consignment  when  bulked  was  satisfactory.  The  samples  were  also 
deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  County 
Milk  Production  OfiEicer,  who  thought  that  the  low  figure  was  due  to 
poor  feeding. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  found  to  be  4 per  cent  deficient  in  fat,  and 
another  found  to  contain  1^  per  cent  of  added  water.  Warnings  were 
sent  to  the  producers,  and  the  Council  decided  to  take  no  legal  action. 

Cream.  An  informal  sample  of  Danish  Cream  (one  of  a batch  of 
five  tins)  was  reported  to  have  a high  acidity  percentage,  which  gave  a 
bitter  taste.  The  Wholesalers  agreed  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  residue 
of  this  consignment. 

Creamed  Mushroom  Soup.  This  sample  sold  as  creamed  mushroom 
soup  contained  2.8  per  cent  fat,  and  was  wrongly  described  as  creamed 
soup.  The  Council  were  prepared  to  take  legal  action  subject  to  formal 
samples  proving  unsatisfactory.  Attempts  were  made  to  obtain  formal 
samples,  but  these  attempts  were  unsatisfactory,  all  stocks  of  this  product 
having  been  sold  as  a cut  price  line.  The  Wholesalers  were  contacted 
and  they  in  turn  contacted  the  Ministry,  who  is  stated  to  have  given 
the  Wholesalers  the  information  that  as  the  soup  contained  less  than 
three  and  a half  per  cent  of  fat  it  was  wrongly  described.  There  seemed 
to  be  a divergence  of  opinion  between  the  Ministry  and  the  Council’s 
Analyst. 

Dried  Apricots.  This  informal  sample  contained  180  parts  per 
million  in  excess  of  the  figure  allowed  by  the  preservative  regulations. 
These  apricots  were  imported  from  Persia  and  as  there  appeared  to  be 
a variation  in  the  Sulphur  Dioxide  content  from  this  source  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  to  take 
up  with  the  Importers  and  Port  Health  Authorities. 

Veal  and  Ham  Paste.  This  sample  consisted  of  a small  jar  with  a 
metal  lid.  Part  of  the  underside  of  the  lid  was  discoloured  and  the 
surface  layers  of  the  paste  were  discoloured  due  to  the  presence  of  iron 
sulphite.  The  Analyst  reported  that  the  paste  was  out  of  condition  and 
no  longer  suitable  for  human  consumption.  The  matter  was  taken  up 
with  the  vendor  and  it  was  found  that  the  jar  was  one  of  old  stock. 
The  remainder  of  the  stock  was  removed  from  sale  voluntarily. 
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Verox  Spread.  The  Analysis  showed  that  the  composition  of  the 
substance  was  in  accord  with  the  formula  given  on  the  label  in  that  it 
consisted  essentially  of  a yeast  extract  preparation.  The  Analyst  under- 
stood that  this  was  sold  as  a meat  extract,  although  no  such  claim 
appeared  on  the  label  of  the  jar,  and  as  yeast  extract  was  by  far  the 
principal  ingredient  the  preparation  should  not  be  sold  as  a meat  extract. 

Milk  Flavouring.  The  Public  Analyst  objected  to  this  description 
as  the  substance  contained  preservative.  The  firm  agreed  to  revise  the 
label. 

Vinegar.  This  substance  was  purchased  as  malt  vi.negar  and  upon 
analysis  was  found  to  contain  3.9  per  cent  acetic  acid  and  was  slightly 
below  the  minimum  strength.  A detailed  analysis  of  the  sample  showed 
that  it  consisted  of  a coloured  solution  of  acetic  acid  and  had  the  com- 
position of  a non-brewed  condiment,  and  was  therefore  misdescribed  as 
malt  vinegar.  The  Council  decided  not  to  prosecute  but  a strong  warning 
letter  was  sent  to  the  vendor. 

Tincture  of  Iodine.  This  was  an  informal  sample,  and  was  found 
to  contain  2.8  per  cent  free  iodine  instead  of  the  maximum  2.55  per  cent 
as  laid  down  in  the  British  Pharmaeopoeia.  No  formal  samples  could 
be  obtained  as  this  sample  was  the  last  of  the  stock  held  in  the  local 
shop.  Investigations  were  made  and  it  was  found  that  the  firm  packing 
this  product  had  ceased  to  trade  and  no  stocks  were  held  by  wholesalers. 

L.L.  & C.  Lozenges.  One  informal  and  one  formal  sample  of  these 
tablets  were  taken  and  found  to  be  deficient  in  chloroform.  Investigations 
revealed  that  the  lozenges  had  been  in  the  retailer’s  stock  for  some  con- 
siderable time.  The  trader  was  informed  of  the  results  of  the  samples 
and  remaining  stocks  were  withdrawn  from  sale.  The  question  was  taken 
up  with  the  manufacturers  who  stated  that  they  were  considering  packing 
the  lozenges  in  metal  containers  as  it  had  been  found  that  cardboard 
containers  resulted  in  the  loss  of  an  unstable  product  such  as  chloroform. 


SECTION  F 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease 

There  was  no  significant  departure  from  the  established  patterns  of 
infectious  disease  incidence  during  1956.  The  whooping  cough  and 
measles  alternatives  resulted  in  many  more  cases  of  the  former  and  many 
fewer  cases  of  the  latter. 


INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1956 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1956 


Causes  Male  Female  Total 


1. 

All  causes 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . 

. 309 
5 

307 

1 

616 

6 

2. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

o 

4 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

. — 

1 

1 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  . . 

. . — 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

. . 15 

8 

23 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung  and  bronchus 

. . 16 

3 

19 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

— 

8 

8 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

— 

10 

10 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

. . 34 

26 

60 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

..  2 

3 

5 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

. . 35 

48 

83 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

. . 55 

40 

95 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

. . 10 

8 

18 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

. . 28 

37 

65 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

. . 11 

21 

32 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

— 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

..  18 

19 

37 

24. 

Bronchitis 

. . 22 

14 

36 

25. 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  . . 

2 

3 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

6 

10 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  . . 

— 

— 

— - 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

3 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

. . 25 

36 

61 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

1 

7 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

4 

2 

6 

35. 

Suicide  . . 

. . 6 

3 

0 

36, 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

. , — 

— - 
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DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1956 


Age  Group 

Male  Female 

Total 

Under  1 

. . 11 

13 

24 

1—2 

1 

— 

1 

3—5 

— 

1 

1 

6—15 

3 

1 

4 

1&— 24 

3 

2 

5 

25—34 

..  6 

1 

7 

35—44 

. . 10 

10 

20 

45—54 

. . 21 

22 

43 

55—64 

. . 54 

38 

92 

65—74 

. . 72 

87 

159 

75—84 

..  105 

95 

200 

85  and  over  . . 

. . 23 

37 

60 

Total  . . 

..  309 

307 

616 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Rates  per  1,000 
Home  Population 

Deaths  under 
one  year  per 
1,000 

Live  Births 

Live  Births 

Deaths 
A ll  causes 

England  and  Wales  . . 

15.6 

11.7 

23.8 

Great  Towns  . . 

15.6 

11.6 

24.0 

160  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  popula- 
tion 25,000-50,000  at  1951  Census) 

15.6 

11.6 

24.1 

London  Administrative  County 

15.9 

11.7 

21.4 

Basildon 

20.6 

10.7 

18.7 

26 


Age  Group 
Under  1 
1—2 
3—4 
5—14 
15—24 
25—34 
35—44 
45—54 
55—64 
65  and  over 
Age  unknown 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification  of  New  Cases 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M F M F Total 


1 — — 1 


2 

1 

3 

4 


2 

1 

1 


1 1 


1 


2 

4 

2 

4 


o 


3 — — — 3 

- — — 11 


Total 


13  5 2 2 


18 


4 
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Other  additional  cases  of  Tuberculosis 


Pulmonary 


Reason  for  addition  to  Register 

M 

F 

Cases  coming  to  live  in  this 
district 

27 

37 

Cases  in  which  disease  was 
discovered  after  death 

1 

Non-Pulmonary 
M F Total 

— 2 66 


27  38  _ 2 

67 

65  2 


Total 


i 

\ 

r 


1 


1 


i 


r 

t 


i 


